
Queens College Department of History 
Fall 2018 Graduate Schedule 

 
GRADUATE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

                  
H. 729  (01)   48986                    THE COLD WAR, 1945-1989  DEMOCRACY vs. COMMUNISM 
Professor I. Alteras            
 
The course will cover the period as the “Cold War” (1945-1990), between the United States and the Soviet Union.  These two 
superpowers, ideologically opposed nations formed a military alliance against Nazi Germany.  The hope has been that the 
wartime alliance will survive beyond the defeat of their common enemy.  Instead, a bipolar superpower confrontation developed 
characterized by heated rhetoric, bombastic propaganda, military alliances arms races and nuclear threats that lasted roughly 
from 1945-1990 but stopped short of a full scale war.  That state of affairs is known as the “Cold War”.  The course will analyze 
the various interpretations put forth by historians regarding the origins and responsibility for the emergence of the “Cold War”, 
the major crises during this period and the fall of communism. 
 
 
H. 735  (01) (48988)      TOPICS IN MDERN GERMAN HISTORY: TWO GERMANIES 1949-90 
Professor J. Sneeringer   

 
Hitler’s war left Germany militarily defeated, physically wrecked, and morally ruined.  By 
1949 the breakdown of Allied occupation as well as particular German interests resulted in 
the creation of two German states. This course explores the parallel histories of West and 
East Germany. The “Iron Curtain” made these two states ground zero of the Cold War, 
with the capitalist Federal Republic becoming firmly anchored in the Western, US-
dominated NATO alliance, while the German Democratic Republic became a steadfast ally 
of the USSR. While East and West developed seemingly incompatible systems, they also 
remained more connected than was once assumed, facing similar political, social, economic, 
and cultural issues. This course will explore these parallel histories, focusing on issues such 
as postwar rebuilding, Cold War rivalry, remilitarization and relations with the American 
and Soviet superpowers, the rise of youth culture, consumer culture, terrorism, feminism, 
environmentalism, the sources of communism’s collapse and the path to unification in 
1989-90. 

       
Course Class Sec Room Description Day Time Professor 

H 725 01 48985 PH 156 
Readings in Global Warfare: The 
Pacific War Tue.. 

6:40-
8:20 Wintermute  

H 729      01 48986 PH 156 
The “Cold War,” 1945-1989 
Democracy vs. Communism Mon. 

4:30-
6:10 Alteras 

H 735 01 48988 PH 156 
Topics in Modern German History: 
Two Germanies 1949-90 Tue. 

4:30-
6:10 Sneeringer 

H 791 01 48989 PH 157 Intro. to Historical Research Wed.  
6:40-
8:20 Davie 

H 792 01 48991 TBA MLS/MA Capstone Research Project  Wed. 
4:30-
6:10 Davie 

H 795 01 48993 PH 156 
Studies in European History: Fascism 
& Nazism  Thur. 

4:30-
6:10 Sneeringer 

 H 796 01 48994 TBA Advanced Research Seminar Wed. 
4:30-
6:10 Davie 

H 799 01 48997 PH 156 History Engages the Public Wed. 
6:40-
9:20 Antonova 

H 799 
 
03 48999 PH 156 Judaism and Islam in the Middle Ages Mon. 

6:40-
8:20 Franklin 

H 799 04 49000 KY 417 Colonialism & Culture Mon.  
1:40-
4:30 Freundschuh 

H 799 05 49002 TBA America in the 1960s Wed.  
6:40-
8:20 Giardina 

H 799 06 49004 PH 156 

The Decisive Impact of Leadership on 
Historical transitions of the late 20th 
Century Wed.  

4:30-
6:10 

Tsilas 
 

H 799 07 68992 PH 157 

A History of the Israeli Palestinian 
Conflict Through the Visual and 
Performing Arts Tues. 

3:10-
5:50 McGee 



         T U R N  O V E R 
H 791 (01)  (48989)                INTRO. TO HISTORICAL RESEARCH   
Professor G. Davie     
 
The course will provide an introduction to historiography, to the primary and secondary sources used in historical research, to 
historical research methods, and to the writing of history. Examples of the primary sources to be covered include letters, diaries, 
documents, and historical newspapers. During the course students will assess primary sources, analyze secondary texts, and 
provide proper scholarly apparatus to their written work, including accurate and properly formatted citations and 
bibliography. Students will make use of the best secondary sources wherever they are available. Students will utilize primary 
sources located at QC or other libraries, including records and papers, published or unpublished, printed or online. The course 
goals include each student producing properly researched and documented historical papers. 
 
H 795 (01)  48993         STUDIES IN EUROPEAN HISTORY: FASCISM & NAZISM 
Professor J. Sneeringer 
 

This course will explore the fascist phenomenon and its German variant, Nazism.  We will 
explore the roots of fascist ideology and its spread in the context of post-World War I 
Europe.  We will consider who was attracted to it and why, as well as reactions to it by 
actors across the political spectrum.  While our main focus will be on fascism as it actually 
existed in Germany and Italy, we will also look at other countries where fascism gained a 
foothold, as well as places that merely flirted with it.  We will also go beyond the purely 
political to examine fascism’s social, cultural, ideological, gender and psychological 
aspects.  Finally, we will consider the newly relevant issue of whether fascism is making a 
comeback today. 
 
H. 796  (01) (48994   ADVANCED RESEARCH SEMINAR 
Professor G. Davie 
 
This seminar is a workshop for advanced MA students, designed to help refine your skills 
doing history and prepare you for the process of writing a Master's thesis.  In this class you 
will nail down a thesis topic, prepare a bibliography and survey the historiography on that 
topic, and draft a thesis prospectus.  

 
   
H 799 (01)  (48997)           HISTORY ENGAGES THE PUBLIC 
Professor Antonova 

 
 This course explores the distinctions and overlaps between scholarly history and various 
popular history genres and discusses the benefits and problems of engagement between 
them. Units of focus include: academic historians in public; popular history and historical 
fiction; museums, monuments, and documentaries; the uses of history in politics; history in 
K-12 public education; and history on the internet. This is a hybrid course: we will meet 
every other week (8 meetings total) for discussion and on alternate weeks students will be 
responsible for producing a work of engagement with history in public, giving each other 
feedback on works in progress and responding to each other’s projects in an online, public 
discussion. Each student will revise and submit one project for publication in an 
appropriate venue (but it will be graded without regard to whether it is accepted for 
publication). 

        
 
H 799 (02) (48998)                 AFRICAN AMERICAN INTELLECTUAL HISTORY  
Professor D. Cooper Owens                    
 
This course outlines the emergence of African American history from the late-eighteenth century and its evolution through the 
21st century. The primary objective of this course is to introduce students to the methods of historical research and the major 
interpretations of African American history.  You will be introduced to the analytic tools that will allow you to examine the 
many themes in African American history, its various methodological approaches and techniques, questions, and importantly, 
the historical interpretations of the place that became “Africa America.”  The course is comprised of four sections.  In the first 
part, we will explore early texts of the country’s first black intellectual leaders.  These men, and they were almost always men, 
were autodidacts who wrote political and moralistic texts to counter the racist ideologies and histories constructed against people 
of African descent.  The second section will focus on those men and some women, who were formally educated and produced 
foundational texts that utilized tools they learned in graduate programs.  The third part focuses on scholars who created seminal 
texts birthed out of the 1960s and 1970s civil rights and black liberation movements.  These men and women were also at the 
vanguard of the creation of Black Studies programs and departments that were closely aligned to the continuance of African 
American history courses.  The last part covers the emergence of Afrocentricity’s rise, cultural histories that originated from 
artistic movements like hip-hop, and the place of African American history in cultural studies, memory studies, postcolonial and 
transnational works. 
 



 
H 799 (05) (49002)                  AMERICA IN THE 1960s 
 
Professor C. Giardina 
 

How did the socially conscious, uproarious, irreverent “Sixties” evolve from the quietism of 
the 1950s?  What has been the impact of this period of deep and rapid change?  From the 
signature social movements to hallmark legislation, from the counterculture to the political 
murders and assassination of leader after leader, the course will explore the highs and lows 
of this tumultuous decade.  The course will include the role of Queens College activists on 
campus and nationally. 

 
 
H. 799 (06) 49004      THE DECISIVE IMPACT OF LEADERSHIP ON HISTORICAL TRANSITIONS OF THE  
L. Tsilas      LATE 20TH CENTURY       
 

For most of the 20th Century, major political developments caused unspeakable disasters 
and suffering and impacted upon the lives of hundreds of millions of people. Its last two 
decades, however, were an era of major transition the consequences of which have been 
seminal for political, economic, and social developments in Eurasia, Transatlantic 
Relations, and Africa. 
 
The collapse of communism put an end to one of the biggest political, economic, and social 
experiments in history, while the end of apartheid drew the final nail into the coffin of 
colonialism. Rarely before has there ever been an era of greater historical transitions, 
which still reverberate on the global political scene.  
 
By examining these momentous historical changes , the course aims at familiarizing 
students with these specific major changes, but at the same time  guiding them to form a 
more general ,conceptual approach on the defining  role and  impact of  leadership . 
 

 
How did the socially conscious, uproarious, irreverent “Sixties” evolve from the quietism of 
the 1950s? What has been the impact of this period of deep and rapid change? From the 
signature social movements to hallmark legislation, from the counterculture to the political 
murders and assassination of leader after leader, the course will explore the highs and lows 
of this tumultuous decade. The course will include the role of Queens College activists on 
campus and nationally.  

 


